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CLEAR LAKE PARK BUILDING
5001 NASA ROAD ONE

SEABROOK, TEXAS

The PROGRAM FOR November...

The program will be Mystery Subject Presented by a mystery guest speaker. Since
such a mystery, no one tells me what it is. Any afalress time the speaker was still nc
revealed. Maybe it's Ed Tindell? He always has somgtto tell us on expeditions into ||
one place or the other. Also, report from the offeelection committee<

SHOW and TELL

I‘t‘rsTw'r G um

Bring in your prize specimens and educate us. Bring usrpekhounding finds and let us see how you did.

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

Today's Planet -
Volcanoes

Today's Planet -Quakes

October Minutes

Birthdays/Anniversaries

Lapidary Corner-

FIELD TRIPS —Sept
Minutes

Topaz

Regional Show Dates

Stoney Statements Spotlight ‘

Editorial

It's that time again folks. Time to step fodvard an
claim your place as one of the 2009 Officers. The
Selection committee has been calling around to
get some ideas but please come forward at this
general meeting to place your own name into the

list.

xxxxxxxxxx

Veterans Day

Editor: Apologies — | had to throw this one together

rather fast. Work waits for no man.
" Theodore Roosevelt

#
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Today’s Planet

by Al Pennington

VOLCANOES - South America Heats Up!
COLIMA México 19.514°N, 103.62°W; summit elev. 3850 m

White plumes from Colima were observed rising to altisuotie4.1-4.3 km (13,500-14,100 #)s.1.
during 30-31 October and 2 November. Gray plumes seen on 2ridereose to an altitude of 4.6 km
(15,100 ft) a.s.l. Plumes drifted mainly SW and E.

Geologic Summary. The Colima volcanic complex is tlestnprominent volcanic center of the western
Mexican Volcanic Belt. It consists of two southwamlinging volcanoes, Nevado de Colima (the 4,320
m high point of the complex) on the N and the histdyietive Volcan de Colima on the S.

CHAITEN Southern Chile 42.833°S, 72.646°W; summit elev. 1122 m

On 29 October, SERNAGEOMIN received reports of an amedn activity at Chaitén characterized by
several explosions that darkened the plume and causedsit foom about 1.6 km (5,200 ft) a.s.l to
about 3.1 km (10,200 ft) a.s.. SERNAGEOMIN reported thattians in seismicity remained similar to
patterns detected during the pervious weeks. A gas plume wasuadly emitted to an altitude of 3.1
km (10,200 ft) a.s.l. during the previous week. ONEMI reportatidhring an overflight on 30 October,
scientists observed a landslide that had originated tiheractive lava dome.

GALERAS Colombia 1.22°N, 77.37°W; summit elev. 4276 m

On 4 November, INGEOMINAS reported that during the previsesk pulsating white plumes,
occasionally tinged gray or blue, rose from Galeradtitudes of 4.5-6.8 km (14,800-22,3004t}.1.
and drifted W. During an overflight on 30 October, incandese was observed on some parts of the
lava dome.

Geologic Summary. Galeras, a stratovolcano withgelareached caldera located immediately W of the
city of Pasto, is one of Colombia's most frequentiyva volcanoes.

NEVADO DEL HUILA Colombia 2.93°N, 76.03°W; summit elev. 5364 m

INGEOMINAS reported that on 3 November residents iar@a to the S of Nevado del Huila observed
intense fumarolic activity from at or near the suntimgt was white in color and turned grayish for short
intervals. Residents of Wila, Téez, and Plan de Catotthe SW, reported ashfall and strong sulfur
odors.

Geologic Summary. Nevado del Huila, the highest actileano in Colombia, is an elongated N-S-
trending volcanic chain mantled by a glacier icecap.
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Recent Earthquake Details-

USGS: 6.5-Magnitude Quake Strikes Northwest China
Sunday, November 09, 2008

BEIJING — A strong magnitude-6.5 earthquake struck in the remote Qipghance of northwestern
China on Monday, the U.S. Geological Survey said. There no immediate reports of casualties.

The quake's epicenter was 1,120 miles west of Beijing, 8@3Jsaid. It struck at a depth of 6.2 miles at
9:22 a.m. local time, the agency said.

China'sEarthquake Administration confirmed the earthquake said it had a magnitude of 6.3.

The USGS said the quake's epicenter was 35 milesfdaat@aidam district, in northern Qinghai. The popaolat
of the county seat, Da Qaidam town, is about 15,000 people.

MINUTES OF THE CLGMS, October 20, 2008

President Bob Brock called the meeting to order and opeetieeting with the Pledge of Allegiance.
The August Meeting Minutes were approved as published ingpee®ber Stoney Statements. Loyce
Pennington, Treasurer, presented the Treasurer's Rgp@eptember and October. The reports were
approved as presented. A recommendation was made by BtisjeiRto make a memorial donation on
behalf of Kristi Higgenbotham to the SCFMS Endowmeamd: The motion was made by Al
Pennington, seconded by Bob Brock and approved by the memlatendance. Refreshments were
served.

The program was presented by John Moffitt of the HGMS dlobites, the latest mysteries. Trilobites
are an extinct class whose impressions have bedertet in rock. They are 500 million years old and
became extinct in the Permian period, basically teeobian period from a practical view. John
discussed the eight orders of trilobites, their evolugina extinction. The program was a great
presentation which included many pictures of trilobitesfdifferent angles.

Ed Tindell, Field Trip Coordinator, presented the field teport. Plans have being made for upcoming
field trips this fall. Attend next month’s meeting faeld trip details.

President Bob Brock announced the Nominating Commitfé® members are Ed Tindell, Loyce
Pennington and Cheryl Tindell. Names of the candidailese published in the November Stoney
Statements.

Mike Flannigan, Membership Chairman, awarded the dooegend President Brock adjourned the
meeting. Refreshments were served.

Respectfully submitted
Annabel Wiliams, Secretary
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An November HAPPY BIRTHDAY | Topaz -Believed to | November Anniversary includes:

Helen Kosler 9 protect and heal the Michael Vanderbles 24

Mike Bessemer 15 wearer, help with Al & Loyce Pennington 25

blue).

money & love. (light

_ — GOODIE GETTERS...For November

NOW is not too early about thlrlklng gbout Goodies provided by club. Bring some if

paying you 2009 dues. We will be you want to though.

collecting them at the December general

meeting after the festivities as normal but

do not be shy about getting ahead.

Lapldary Corner (special request from a new member)

LAPIDARY POLISHING COMPOUNDS | Oxalic Acid—used for polishing carbonate type onyx when

by Hale Sweeny mixe_d with_ another p_oligh such as Tin O)_(ide. In a strpng

A complete group of polishes for lapidary applicatiprlution with water, it is used to clean iron staimenf

from inexpensive tumbler to the best quality gemstoRBECIMeNS, i.e. Quartz. Mix with hot tap water by stgrin

polishes that bring up a bright, high shine of gems. F(Bfallc crystals until the water is supersaturatedjv_am not

economy, dedicate a buff, lap pan or barrel t0 dgsol_ve any more. Crystals forming a_Iong the sideghef

particular polish and simply recharge with fresh po iggpntainer indicate a saturated solutlon_ and ;houlc_i _they

as required to maintain effectiveness. dlsappear, you r_weed to add _more. Warning: Wh|le_ this jis a

Cerium Oxide—the best gemstone polishing compounrc?lat'vely mild acid all precautions must be taken to keeuoit

for most uses, a mixture of rare earth oxides rich in | °f the €yes, mouth, etc.

cerium oxide. Best with opal, agate, quartz, obsidian),

etc and not as effective with very soft materiastanes A FEW JEWELRY POLISHING COMPOUNDS_ . .

that tend to undercut. For lap or tumbler mix with watét 9€neral statement about compounds. Tripoli is highleduit

and apply the paste to your buff. Micréfumina—a 5 for cutting down metal_s to remove scr_atches and_gdaaMy

micron polishing powder developed for computer disk§M00th surface. Bobbing compound is made of finely ground

It is the best polish for sea shells, pretty good 66t s flint fo_r cutting down, it is very greasy and parnculaslyted f_or

stonessuch as Malachite and Onyx and excellent as se with brushes. Rouges are used to produce the final high

pre-polish in vibrator tumblers and laps but not rota j:Jster. . . . )

tumblers. Red Rouge—imparts the highest possible luster to your precipus

Aluminum Oxide, MAP—preferred by many to Linde metal work when used at high speed with a muslin buff.

A, this is a slightly faster and more economical rare Yellow _Rouge—a dr)_/ compound for metals SL_Jch as stain|ess

earth polish that we call Miracle Atomic Polish. steel, |_1|ckle and platinum. Good all around polish, in regois

Zirconium Oxide—a rare earth polish that is especiall§Xtra fine.

good for tumblers and laps. The most economical White Platinum Rouge—a superior gold and platinum rouge

effective polishing media. White and will not discolor| that gives silver a good polish too but slightly softert Red

gemstones. rouge. Use with a muslin buff at high speed.

Linde ‘A’ —tremendous favorite with gem cutters Green Rouge—another hard metal polish for stainless steel,

whether faceting or polishing cabs. Relatively platinum and chrome.

expensive, you should consider polishing the stone thé&M —an exceptionally fine crocus base white compound for a

giving it a quick hit with Linde A to attain a super high finish on silver, nickel silver and stainless.

polish. Available as powder to mix with water or an | Brown Tripoli —a mild abrasive to use with a felt or muslin buff

emulsified cream with the consistency of hand lotion| to remove scratches. Use with a bristle wheel ddindinishes.

that does not separate in solution. Final finish is scratch free but dullapidary Digest 10/99 and
Huntin’& Diggin’ 1/02
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Field Trips (2008)y Ed Tindell

Hi All -

I'm in the final planning stages for a field trip to
Ada, Oklahoma for 11/14-16/8. 11/14/8 is a
FRIDAY and we will be going (if approved) into
a commercial quarry to hunt for trilobites and
cubic pyrite. There has been a management
change at the facility and access has to be re-
negotiated. Hard hats, steel toed shoes, etc. must
be worn. Saturday - Sunday will cover other
sites of interest in the area. The trip will be
limited to 10-15 people. By special invitation
only.

Hi All - Field Trip Anyone?
Spring Maybe??

Arkansas

To many in the gemstone industry, Arkansas and
rock crystal quartz are synonymous. Mount Ida,
Fisher Mountain, Hot Springs, and Jessieville names
mean quartz crystals to many people, but in fact, they
are towns or places in the Arkansas quartz belt. Not
only is Arkansas the major producer of gemstone and
decorative rock crystal but it is the only producer of
“lascas” the feed material used to make synthetic
guartz. The rock crystals are produced from quartz
veins in sandstones and shales of the central part o
the Ouachita Mountains. The quartz belt is about 240
kilometers long and 24 kilometers wide, extending
southwest from near Little Rock all the way to
northern Oklahoma. The crystals are beautifully
formed with lustrous faces, many have water clear,
colorless terminations. Commonly, they are milky i
appearance because of inclusions. On large plates of
crystals the crystals are often short and stubby, but in
smaller crystals it is not unusual for them to have a
length that are at least 6 times their diameter. yWan
of these slender points are used as “gem points” in
making earrings and pendants. Historically, the
demand for crystals was from tourists, collectors,
interior decorators, carvers, sphere makers, and
certain industrial and military applications. However,
in recent years the increased use of quartz cryistals
the metaphysical field has greatly impacted the
demand and price for Arkansas quartz. Another
market for the crystals is as feed material to be

irradiated to produce smoky quartz. Most smoky
guartz from Arkansas is not natural, but is irradiated
rock crystal. Although its not the only U.S. producer
of rock crystals, Arkansas is by far the larges, it

guartz crystal mining industry is measured in millions
of dollars per year.

Texas

Some of the best agate, jasper, chert, and petrified
wood (particularly petrified palm wood) found in the
nation comes from Texas. Blue banded, moss, and
red and black plume agates are found near Alpine in
Brewster County. Similar agates are found in Jeff
Davis, Hidalgo, Hudspeth, Presidio, Reeves, San
Patrico, and Starr Counties. Petrified wood can be
found in Amarillo, Bastrop, Brazo, Comal, Duval,
Fayette, Gonzales, Lavaca, and Uvalde Counties,
with fine-quality palm wood coming from Live Oak
and Webb Counties. Good-quality chert can be found
in limestone formations in McCulloch, Moore, and
San Saba Counties. The material from Moore County
also is called Alibates flint and was used by
prehistoric and modern-day Indians to make weapons
and tools. The quarry from which the Indians
obtained their flint is now Alibates State Park.

Thanks,

Ed Tindell
2008 CLGMS Field Trip Coordinator
a.k.a. "The Official Cat Herder"

Still Seeking a New Librarian

The CLGMS maintains several cartons of
excellent reading material on the various aspects
of our hobby. Lewis Hall recently stepped down
as our Librarian after several years of faithful
service and we are asking if someone will take
on the task. Mostly, it entails bring the material
to the monthly club meetings but other left out
duties include adding new material. The Officers
would appreciate some good club member
coming forward to take on the Librarian duties.
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Topaz- Richness is the word for November's birthstone (state gestone of the states of Texas and Utah).
by Jen Lyn Campbell, The Fort Worth Gem and MinerdabC

Famous for its warm yellow tones, topaz is hailed gem, which is timeless and is set
into rings, earrings, pills, and pendants. It mayirdeed to a suite of topazes or other
gems in a lacy bracelet or neck chain. It makesaurtstie tack or cuff link and can also
be used in men's rings. Topaz is an everlasting syoftmle and affection. It also
ensures the fidelity of the one a person loves aif gferson wears a topaz. It brings
friendship. Known as "lover of gold," the topaz isdisebring wealth and money.
When the powered mixture of the gemstone is addedhi® wis said to act as a cure
for asthma, bums, insomnia, and hemorrhage. In additialso alleviates the pain of
rheumatism as well as to regulate the digestive sy§terhaps this is why the stone is worn for weighs). The
topaz is used for projection purposes. It is considegzkaific against envy, intrigue, disease, injury, sadd
death, \sorcery and negative magic and lunacy. Stargee was thought to be especially effective whemsgild
and bound to the left arm. It is said the topaz refiedepression, anger, fear, greed, frenzies, adiallbing
emotions. Topaz, if placed in the home, is said ta blearm against fire and accidents. When put under your
pillow or worn to sleep, the topaz fends off nightnsaaad ends sleepwalking.

The topaz was associated with Jupiter (the God dbtim® by the Romans. The Roman

tales attribute its ability to dispel enchantment aglgd fmprove eyesight. It is believed

that the name "topaz" is derived form the Greels#ek," which was the name of an

island in the Red Sea that was difficult to find &min which a yellow stone (now

believed to be a yellowish olivine) was mined in anttimes. In the Middle Ages the

name topaz was used to refer to any yellow gemsharteiow the name is only applied

to the modem day topaz. Ancient Egyptians acknowtktige gemstone as a powerful

gemstone due to the fact that it was colored wighgitiden flow of the mighty Sun God

Ra. Ancient Greeks believed that it had the poweive more strength and provide the

cloak of invisibility to its wearer during emergertayes. In ancient times, a falcon figure was camwee Topaz,
which brought enormous goodwill to kings, princes aladimates. It was said to change its color in theepoesof
poisoned food or drink, and the gem's mystical powersed and waned with the phased of the moon. On
occasions it has the amber gold of fine cognacebliish of a peach plus the beautiful warm browns and @ange
found in between.

In 1750 a Parisian jeweler discovered that a yellowzdpans pink to purple-red when exposed to moderate heat.
In the 20th century, the other artificially createtbce blue, was discovered. Using radiation on the papaz that

is found in Brazil, China, Sri Lanka and Nigeriaates blue topaz, in shades from pale to medium blue. In 1998,
another variation of topaz was discovered. This serfanhanced topaz has a color that is confined to a
microscopically thin layer at and just below the swuefadth colors referred to as blue to greenish-bluer@rald
green. Blue topaz has become a popular alternativeentrgears for those who prefer faceted stones.

Topaz is said to have been commonly found in graweteanded pellets, an occurrence
that is due to it being worn down by water and sandhfousands of years. The mineral
is a silicate of aluminum, which contains 20% water flusrine. The relative
proportions of these impurities give birth to the caibthe stones. The sources of topaz
are Brazil, Pakistan, Russia, Mexico, the Ural MoungaSan Diego, CA, and Thomas
Range in Utah, Australia, Japan, China, Sri LankaMy&hmar.

Today, Brazil is considered the world's best souftepmz. The much-sought Imperial
Topaz, which runs from bright orange to a warm recbior, is found in only one
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location in the world: Ouro Preto in Brazil. The Was entire supply of Imperial Topaz is mined from twines,
the Vermelhao Mine and the Capao Mine, in a 60 squédeeanea. Some experts expect the Imperial Topaz
sources to be completely exhausted by the end of thergent

Dealers will frequently use terms such as "Bohemigmazy "Maderia Topaz" and "Occidental Topaz." Thesge ar
really just fancy names for yellow quarts, also kn@asrcitrine. "Nevada Topaz" refers to smoky obsichana,
"Spanish Topaz" is really just orange-brown quartz. Clmnfooled; make sure that the topaz you buy is really
topaz!

A brilliant cut colorless topaz in the name of Braggra famous stone of 1640 carets is found in the Portuguese
crown. A famous cut topaz is found among the crownlgwafePortugal, a magnificent yellow stone weighomdy

12 ounces. The biggest uncut stone, a specimen foundzit Begghing almost 600 pounds, is on display at the
American Museum of Natural History in New York

Cut: Topaz has some impressive credentials. At Mohsp@ztes much harder than quarts (7) and a bit harder than
most beryl (7.5 to 8). The surfaces of topaz crystalexzeedingly smooth and take a fine polish.

Color: Topaz comes in colors as diverse as brown, yethoange, sherry, red and pink, blue, greenish-blue and
emerald green.

Clarity : Topaz's hardness and optical indices admittedlgdmisiderably short of
those of the diamond and the corundum gems, sapphineibp. However, the
indices of refraction and dispersion are higher tihase of the beryl gemstones,
thus properly cut topaz gems have great brilliance.

Caret: While it's hard to find (or afford) diamond orroadum gems in weights

greater than 3 carets, topaz gems rarely weighTegmz gems of 5 and 10 carats

are common, and gems of 15 or more carats are not unlispaz gemstones
occur in a large variety of sizes, from tiny crystd large rocks.

Care: Topaz should be protected from scratches and sharg.bldwerefore, it should not be worn during sports or
strenuous work. Leaving the gemstone in the areargé ltemperature changes, such as a heater venbocar h
should be avoided. The cleaning of a topaz in a hotresohic cleaner is a no-no, and instead it shoutddaamed

in warm soapy water. Due caution should be exercisedi@ptiz gems, for its perfect cleavage may cause it to
chip or form internal flaws if hit too hard. Topazting also requires special practice for this reason.

Topaz is the Scorpio zodiac sign and is the annineigamstone for the 4th year of marriage. It is &f&o
talisman for the Sagittarius zodiac sign and isstiggested gift for the 23rd anniversary.

References: http://hvdeDaaes.com http://www.wikipedia.ora http://www.ccaem.com http://brvsonburke.com http://www.bsu.edu
http://www.sdnhm.ora http://mww.alrashidmall.com http://www.gemsdirect.corn http://www.mineralminers.com The Cowtown Cutter November 2002

In Part fm THE GLACIAL DRIFTER Sept 2003 (full artickevailable from editor)

SCFMS and MEMBER CLUB GEM SHOWS

NOVEMBER 07-08
MIDLAND, TX
MIDLAND GEM & MIN.
SOC.

Midland Center

NOVEMBER (to be
announced)

ROUND ROCK, TX
PALEONTOLOGICAL
SOC. of AUSTIN

NOVEMBER 08-09
DeRIDDER, LA
DeRIDDER GEM & MIN.
SOC.

DeRidder La. Fairgrounds

NOVEMBER 21-22
MESQUITE, TX
DALLAS GEM & MIN.
SOC.

Resistol Arena Exhibition
Hall
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Meeting 3rd Monday of the Month — 7:30 P.M.
November 17, 2008, Clear Lake Park Building
5001 NASA Road One, Seabrook, Texas

Member of:

Next Annual Show
February 21 & 22, 2009
Pasadena Convention Center

CLGMS is on the Web: (new location)
www.hawkwindnovels.conftake the CLGMS
link

MEMBER: American Federation of Mineralogical Societies and Sou th Central Federation of Mineral Societies

PURPOSE: To promote education and popular interest in the var  ious earth sciences; in particular in those
hobbies dealing with the art of lapidaries and the earth sc  iences of minerals, fossils and their associated fields

2008 OFFICERS: President Bob Brock 281-338-2252

Vice President Mike Reves 281-282-6117

Secretary Annabel Williams

Treasurer Loyce Pennington 281 481-1591

Program Director “Open”

Board of Directors: Trina Willoughby Troy Nordyke

Ed Tindell David Tjiok

Newsletter Editor Al Pennington 281 481-1591
Annual Show 2008................cooeeeeen. Al Pennington Library..........c.ccoieiei oo Vacant
Const & bylaws...........cooviviiii i, Dick Rathjen Membership.............cocceeniis Mike Flannigan
Community Benefits...................... Marianne Luther Publisher...............oo Mikannigan
Historian..........cooooi i David Tjiok Refreshments...................oocee David Tjiok

Membership Dues Jan. to Dec. 2008: Adult $10:00, $5.00 per additidnklat same address, Junior $5.00, $2.50 per
member with adult at same address, Family Dues $20.00 (4ajret address. Send Dues to CLGMS, PO BOX 891533,
Houston, TX, 77289
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